
  

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT REVIEW STUDY COMMISSION 

WHITEFISH CONFERENCE ROOM 

418 EAST SECOND STREET 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025  

5:00PM TO 5:30PM 

OPEN HOUSE PREPARATION 

 

 
 

 

1) Call to Order 

 

2) Select Charter Sections – Each Commissioner will select an Article(s) to review during the Open House 

 

3) Select Specialty Area – Each Commissioner will select two areas of expertise (hospitality, tourism, 

government structure, etc.) 

 

4) Next meeting: April 24, 2025 – Open House 

     May 7, 2025 – Commissioner Meeting 

 

5) Adjournment 
  



Adopted by Resolution 07-09 

February 20, 2007 

The following Principles for Civil Dialogue are adopted on 2/20/2007 
for use by the City Council and by all boards, committees and 
personnel of the City of Whitefish: 

 We provide a safe environment where individual
perspectives are respected, heard, and
acknowledged.

 We are responsible for respectful and courteous
dialogue and participation.

 We respect diverse opinions as a means to find
solutions based on common ground.

 We encourage and value broad community
participation.

 We encourage creative approaches to engage
public participation.

 We value informed decision-making and take
personal responsibility to educate and be educated.

 We believe that respectful public dialogue fosters
healthy community relationships, understanding,
and problem-solving.

 We acknowledge, consider and respect the natural
tensions created by collaboration, change and
transition.

 We follow the rules and guidelines established for
each meeting.















CERTIFICATE AS TO ORDINANCE AND ADOPTING VOTE 

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting recording officer of the City of Whitefish, 

Flathead County, Montana (the "City"), hereby certify that the attached ordinance is a true copy 

of an ordinance, entitled: " AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHITEFISH, MONTANA, SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY 

OF WHITEFISH, MONTANA, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER TO AMEND ARTICLE II, 

SECTION 2.01(4) OF THE CITY CHARTER TO DELETE THE PROVISION PROHIBITING 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS FROM RECEIVING SALARIES” on file in the original records of 

the City in my legal custody; that the ordinance was duly adopted on first reading by the City 

Council of the City at a meeting on May 6, 2024, and on second reading at a meeting held on May 

20, 2024, that the meetings were duly held by the City Council and were attended throughout by 

a quorum, pursuant to call and notice of such meeting given as required by law; and that the 

ordinance has not as of the date hereof been amended or repealed. 

I further certify that, upon vote being taken on the ordinance at said meeting, the following 

Council Members voted in favor thereof: Councilors Feury, Norton, Davis, Sweeney and 

Caltabiano; voted against the same:  _______________________________________; abstained 

from voting thereon:_____________________________________;or were absent: Councilor 

Qunell. 

WITNESS my hand and seal officially this 20th day of May 2024. 

_/s/Michelle Howke_____________________________ 

 City Clerk 

(SEAL)
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ORDINANCE NO. 24-04 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITEFISH, MONTANA, 

SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF WHITEFISH, 

MONTANA, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER TO AMEND ARTICLE II, SECTION 2.01(4) 

OF THE CITY CHARTER TO DELETE THE PROVISION PROHIBITING CITY COUNCIL 

MEMBERS FROM RECEIVING SALARIES. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the City’s current Charter, which was originally adopted by the voters of the 

City of Whitefish in 1980, provides in the first sentence of Article II, Section 2.01(4) that members 

of the City Council shall receive no salary; and   

WHEREAS, § 7-3-103, MCA, provides an amendment to a self-government charter may 

only be made by submitting the question of amendment to the electors of the local government as 

provided in § 7-3-149, MCA, which amendment may be proposed by ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, § 7-3-149(1)(b), MCA, provides the City may call an election on the 

question of an amendment to its Charter upon the adoption of a local ordinance; and  

WHEREAS, § 7-3-149(4)(a), MCA, provides the affirmative vote of a simple majority of 

those voting on the question of amendment is required for adoption. 

WHEREAS, it will be in the best interests of the City, and its inhabitants, to present to 

the voters a proposed amendment to Article II, Section 2.01(4) of the City Charter to delete the 

provision prohibiting City Council members from receiving salaries.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Whitefish, 

Montana, as follows: 

Section 1: That the recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as Findings of Fact. 

Section 2: The Whitefish City Council presents to qualified voters of the City of 

Whitefish the following amendment to Article II, Section 2.01(4) of the City Charter: 

Members of the City Council may receive compensation, such as a salary, stipend, City-

paid health insurance, per diem, or mileage allowance, all as set by resolution after a public 

hearing. 

Section 3: If approved by the majority of the electors, the amendment to the City 

Charter would become effective January 1, 2025. 

Section 4: Other than the amendment set forth in Section 2 above, the Whitefish City 

Council does not propose any other changes to the City Charter. 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0030/part_0010/section_0490/0070-0030-0010-0490.html
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Section 5: The election on the proposed amendment to be submitted to the voters shall 

be held on November 5, 2024, in accordance with §§ 13-1-405 and 13-1-104, MCA. 

Section 6: The question to be presented to the voters and the ballot issue shall be in 

substantially the same form as Exhibit "A," attached to this Ordinance; provided, however, that 

the City Attorney is authorized to revise Exhibit "A," as necessary, to conform to State law and to 

satisfy the Flathead County Election Department. 

Section 7: A copy of this Ordinance will be provided to the Flathead County Election 

Administrator as soon as possible after its adoption and approval in order to inform them of the 

details of the election and the pertinent requests and authorizations as to the conduct of the election. 

Section 8: This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its adoption by the City 

Council of the City of Whitefish, Montana, and the signing by the Mayor thereof. .  

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITEFISH, 

MONTANA, THIS 20TH DAY OF MAY 2024.  

_/s/John Muhlfeld__________________ 

John M. Muhlfeld, Mayor  

ATTEST: 

_/s/Michelle Howke_________________ 

Michelle Howke, City Clerk



Exhibit A 

EXHIBIT A 

 

 

CITY OF WHITEFISH, MONTANA 

BALLOT ISSUE 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:  Make an X or similar mark in the blank before the words "FOR 

this amendment" if you wish to vote for the amendment; if you are opposed to the amendment, 

make an X or similar mark in the blank before the words "AGAINST this amendment." 

 

To amend Article II, Section 2.01(4) of the Whitefish City Charter effective January 1, 2025, as 

follows:  

 
Members of the City Council may receive compensation, such as a salary, stipend, City-

paid health insurance, per diem, or mileage allowance, all as set by resolution after a public 

hearing. 

 

 

  FOR this amendment 

 

  AGAINST this amendment 




