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RESOLUTION NO. 13-29 
 
A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Whitefish, Montana, specifying 
rate increases for water, wastewater and garbage collection services beginning 
October 1, 2013. 
 

WHEREAS, as established by Resolution Nos. 06-51 and 07-12, on October 1 of every 
year, the City water and wastewater rates and charges are to be automatically increased, 
based on the increase, if any, in the U.S. Department of Labor's Water, Sewer and Trash 
Collection Services Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (Consumer Price Index) 
for the twelve-month period ending the preceding December 31; and 

 
WHEREAS, as established by Resolution No. 11-52, beginning on October 1, 2012, 

and continuing through October 31, 2016, the four-year term of the City's agreement with 
Montana Waste Systems, Inc., d/b/a North Valley Refuse, the City garbage collection rates 
and charges are to be automatically increased by 3% annually; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the September 16, 2013 Regular Meeting, the City Council was 

notified of the 5.7% rate increase in the Consumer Price Index and discussed whether to 
implement the 2013 automatic annual inflationary rate increases of 5.7% for water and 
wastewater services, and 3% for garbage collection services, in order to generate adequate 
funds to operate the utilities and charge each customer class their fair share of the costs; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, under Title 69, Chapter 7 of the Montana Code Annotated, and under 

the terms of City Resolution Nos. 06-51, 07-12, and 11-52, the City of Whitefish is 
authorized to regulate the City's municipal water, wastewater, and garbage collection rates 
and charges and to change such rates and charges as may be deemed by the City Council to 
be reasonable and just; and 

 
WHEREAS, at a lawfully noticed hearing on October 7, 2013, after receiving public 

comment and reviewing staff reports, and having considered the 5.7% increase of the 
Consumer Price Index, the study of the cost of water and wastewater services, and 
forecasted expenses, the Whitefish City Council determined that beginning October 1, 2013, 
the municipal water and wastewater rate increases would be 5.7%, and the garbage 
collection rate increase would be 3%; and 

 
WHEREAS, beginning October 1, 2014, and continuing thereafter, the City water and 

wastewater services rates and charges will be automatically increased, based on the 
increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index, as provided by Resolution Nos. 06-51 and 
07-12. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Whitefish, Montana, as follows: 
 
Section 1: Those rates and charges as reflected on Exhibit "A", attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference, are hereby adopted and approved by the City Council of 





Rate  Code Description Base Usage Base Usage

WATER 5.7%

Inside City
IN .625" $23.21 $3.66 $21.96 $3.46

IN .625" Low Income/Senior $5.80 $3.66 $5.49 $3.46

IN .750" $34.26 $3.66 $32.41 $3.46

IN .750" Low Income/Senior $8.56 $3.66 $8.10 $3.46

IN 1" $48.62 $3.66 $46.00 $3.46

IN 1"  Low Income/Senior $12.16 $3.66 $11.50 $3.46

IN 1.5" $149.19 $3.66 $141.14 $3.46

IN 1.5"  Low Income/Senior $37.30 $3.66 $35.29 $3.46

IN 2" $246.44 $3.66 $233.15 $3.46

IN 3" $295.06 $3.66 $279.15 $3.46

IN 4" $487.35 $3.66 $461.07 $3.46

Pressurized Zone
PZI .625" $26.52 $4.65 $25.09 $4.40

PZI .625"  Low Income/Senior $6.63 $4.65 $6.27 $4.40

PZI .750" $39.78 $4.65 $37.64 $4.40

PZI .750"  Low Income/Senior $9.95 $4.65 $9.41 $4.40

PZI 1" $57.46 $4.65 $54.37 $4.40

PZI 1"  Low Income/Senior $14.37 $4.65 $13.59 $4.40

PZI 1.5" $160.24 $4.65 $151.60 $4.40

PZI 1.5" Low Income/Senior $40.06 $4.65 $37.90 $4.40

Outside City
OUT .625" $29.84 $5.38 $28.23 $5.09

OUT .625"  Low Income/Senior $7.46 $5.38 $7.06 $5.09

OUT .750" $43.10 $5.38 $40.77 $5.09

OUT .750" Low Income/Senior $10.77 $5.38 $10.19 $5.09

OUT 1" $64.10 $5.38 $60.64 $5.09

OUT 1" Low Income/Senior $16.02 $5.38 $15.16 $5.09

OUT 1.5" $173.50 $5.38 $164.14 $5.09

OUT 2" $287.32 $5.38 $271.83 $5.09

SPRINKLER
.625" IN $9.95 $2.32 $9.41 $2.20

.625" OUT $13.26 $4.09 $12.55 $3.87

.625" PZ $13.26 $3.32 $12.55 $3.14

.750" IN $14.37 $2.32 $13.59 $2.20

.750" OUT $18.79 $4.09 $17.77 $3.87

.750" PZ $19.89 $3.32 $18.82 $3.14

1" IN $24.31 $2.32 $23.00 $2.20

1" OUT $30.94 $4.09 $29.27 $3.87

1" PZ $33.15 $3.32 $31.37 $3.14

1.5" IN $60.78 $2.32 $57.50 $2.20
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1.5" OUT $78.46 $4.09 $74.23 $3.87

1.5" PZ $60.78 $3.32 $57.50 $3.14

2" IN $102.77 $2.32 $97.23 $2.20

2" OUT $131.51 $4.09 $124.41 $3.87

2" PZ $102.77 $3.32 $97.23 $3.14

4" IN $206.65 $2.32 $195.51 $2.20

SPRINKLER MAX  (12,000 gallons per month) $2.32 $2.20

Rate  Description Base Usage Base Usage

SEWER 5.7%

Inside City
SC‐1 IN $19.57 $3.28 $18.51 $3.10

SC‐1 IN Low Income/Senior $4.89 $3.28 $4.63 $3.10

LAUNDRY $19.57 $3.28 $18.51 $3.10

SC‐2 IN $34.24 $5.84 $32.40 $5.52

SC‐2 IN  Low Income/Senior $8.57 $5.84 $8.10 $5.52

SC‐3 IN $39.92 $8.19 $37.77 $7.75

SC‐3 IN  Low Income/Senior $9.98 $8.19 $9.44 $7.75

GRINDERS $49.89 $12.46 $47.20 $11.78

GRINDERS Low Inc/Sr $12.48 $12.46 $11.81 $11.78

STEP PACK RAT $51.85 $15.40 $49.06 $14.57

STEP PKRAT Low Inc/Sr $12.97 $15.40 $12.27 $14.57

Outside City
SC‐1 OUT $22.87 $5.05 $21.63 $4.78

SC‐2 OUT $38.36 $8.05 $36.29 $7.62

SC‐3 OUT $44.00 $9.74 $41.63 $9.21

STEP REST HAVEN $55.66 $19.86 $52.66 $18.79

BIG MOUNTAIN $67.12 $8.05 $63.50 $7.62

Service Class (SC) is determined by number of lift stations and/or complexity of system.

Proposed Current



City of Whitefish Solid Waste Collection Rates
3% Rate increase effective 10/1/2013

RESIDENTIAL CONTAINER RATES

Type/Size 1 2 3 4 5
Curbside Recycle $4.00
1 Container $8.76 $15.89 $22.77 $29.66 $36.54
1 Bear Cart $10.87 $19.63 $28.38 $37.13 $45.89

COMMERCIAL CONTAINER RATES
For commercial rates, add number of businesses multiplied by $5.50 for the admin charge

Type/Size 1 2 3 4 5
300 Gallon $23.40 $46.80 $70.20 $93.61 $117.01
300 Gal Shared $11.70 $23.40 $35.10 $46.80 $58.50
1.5 Yard $48.57 $97.15 $145.72 $194.30 $242.87
1.5 Yd Shared $24.29 $48.57 $72.85 $97.14 $121.42
2 Yard $54.64 $109.28 $163.92 $218.57 $273.21
2 Yd Shared $27.32 $54.64 $81.96 $109.28 $136.60
2 Yard Bear $60.24 $120.49 $180.73 $240.98 $301.22
2 Yd Bear Shared $30.13 $60.25 $90.37 $120.50 $150.62
3 Yard $58.29 $116.58 $174.86 $233.15 $291.44
3 Yd Shared $29.14 $58.28 $87.42 $116.56 $145.70
3 Yard Bear $64.36 $128.73 $193.09 $257.46 $321.82

Frequency -  # of Containers and/or # of Pick-ups

Frequency -  # of Containers and/or # of Pick-ups

All commercial accounts that contract directly for service with a licensed private hauler due to specific needs (such as 

weekend, rolloff or hazardous material service) shall be charged a minimum fee of $6.50
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3 Yard Bear $64.36 $128.73 $193.09 $257.46 $321.82
3 Yd Bear Shared $32.19 $64.38 $96.57 $128.75 $160.94
4 Yard $80.13 $160.27 $240.40 $320.54 $400.67
4 Yd Shared $40.07 $80.14 $120.21 $160.27 $200.34
4 Yard Bear $86.70 $173.39 $260.08 $346.77 $433.47
4 Yd Bear Shared $43.34 $86.69 $130.04 $173.39 $216.73
6 Yard $106.85 $213.70 $320.55 $427.40 $534.25
6 Yd Shared $53.43 $106.85 $160.27 $213.70 $267.12
6 Yard Bear $114.44 $228.89 $343.33 $457.77 $572.22
6 Yd Bear Shared $57.23 $114.45 $171.68 $228.90 $286.13
8 Yard $136.00 $272.00 $408.00 $544.00 $680.01
8 Yd Shared $67.99 $135.99 $203.98 $271.98 $339.97

GENERAL FEES

Special Pick-Ups (Off Route) Extra Pick-up on Site Outside of Container
Standard Cart - Per Lift $7.70 Standard-Per Lift $7.70
Bear Cart-Per Lift $9.53 Bear Cart-Per Lift $9.53
300 Gallon-Per Lift $24.42 300 Gal-Per Lift $13.80

1.5 Yard-Per Lift $24.42 1.5 Yard-Per Lift $13.80
2 Yard-Per Lift $32.24 2 Yard-Per Lift $15.45

3 Yard $47.84 3 Yards-Per Lift $16.82
4 Yard $51.50 4 Yards-Per Lift $20.46
6 Yard $55.62 6 Yards-Per Lift $26.53
8 Yard $59.74 8 Yards-Per Lift $32.60



GENERAL FEES-CONTINUED

Change from Regular Cart to Bear Cart $48.42

New or Additional Cart: Regular Cart $65.00
Bear Cart $107.00

Cleaning of Carts: 1st Cart $13.36
Additional Cart $9.24 each

Delivery Fee-Change out 300g thru 8Yd $30.75 not applicable to new construction

Damaged Containers:   
Standard Cart $103.88
Bear Cart $185.25
300 Gal $525.15
1Yd to 8Yd Refurbished $468.50
Bear 1 Yd - 8 Yd $777.50

MWS bills customers directly who have compactors and cardboard recycling

Grass clippings need to be bagged and placed in cart ‐ up to 3 bags only (single carts not 300 gal)

All overnight or weekly residential rental units shall be charged at commercial rates.

An admin fee is included in the Residential rate.  The admin fee of $5.50 per business is not included in the 
Commercial rate.

Extra collection charges for garbage outside of containers, special pickups, and cleaning of carts are charged the cost 
of collection billed to the City plus a $1 00 administration fee The $1 00 is included in rate schedule
Extra collection charges for garbage outside of containers, special pickups, and cleaning of carts are charged the cost 
of collection billed to the City plus a $1.00 administration fee.  The $1.00 is included in rate schedule.

Extra Pick‐ups charges will be waived for two weeks  after December 25 for residential pickups.

All new accounts requiring service at a location not previously served or accounts requesting additional cart(s)  will 
be assessed a one‐time charge of the cost of the cart(s) billed to the city plus a $5.00 set‐up fee.  The $5.00 fee is 
included in the rate schedule above.

Change from regular cart to bear cart, delivery fee for change out 300g thru 8yd, and damaged containers will be 
assessed  the charge of the cost to the city plus a $5.00 admin fee.  The $5.00 fee is included in the rate schedule.


































